THE BIRDS

With spare simplicity, this story tells the tale of Mattis, a mentally disabled man cared
for by his lonely older sister, Hege. Their routine, isolated existence is interrupted when
a lumberjack arrives at their lakeside cottage and falls in love with Hege, leaving Mattis
fearful that he will lose his sister. The careful translation from the Norwegian
underscores Vesaas's rare sensitivity in recording Mattis's often insightful view of his
world. With a limited understanding of the unpredictable power of nature, Mattis
nonetheless turns...
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Like a gentle ripple across calming waters, or a songbird taking flight in the early morning sunrise, Tarjei
Vesaas writes a delicately structured story of two siblings living a serene existence in rural Norway. Mattis
is a sweet natured simpleton who burns the days away drifting off into his own world, whilst older sister
Hege knits...
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