THE BOOK OF HOURS: PRAYERS TO A
LOWLY GOD

Rilke’s Book of Hours falls into three parts: The Book of Monkish Life (1899), The Book
of Pilgrimage (1901), and The Book of Poverty and Death (1903). Although these poems
were the work of Rilke’s youth, they contain the germ of his mature convictions.
Written as spontaneously received prayers, they celebrate a God who is not the Creator
of...
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Peek Inside the Book

God speaks to each of us as he makes us,then walks with us silently out of the night.These are the words
we dimly hear:You, sent out beyond your recall,go to the limits of your longing.Embody me.Flare up like a
flameand make big shadows | can move in.Let everything happen to you: beauty and...

You see, | want a lot. Perhaps | want everything the darkness that comes with every infinite fall and the
shivering blaze of every step up.So many live on and want nothing And are raised to the rank of prince By
the slippery ease of their light judgmentsBut what you love to see are faces that do work and feel thirst.
You love most of all those who need you as they need a crowbar or a...

Reader's Opinions

It is, honestly, daunting approaching a book as timeless, and personal, and profound as "Rilke's Book of
Hours: Love Poems to God". Written without the initial intention for publication, inspired by Rilke's
experience of Italian Renaissance religious art in Tuscany, and his intimate relationship with Lou Andreas-
Salome (she had called...
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