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My	 own	 sex,	 I	 hope,	 will	 excuse	 me,	 if	 I	 treat	 them	 like	 rational	 creatures,	 instead	 of	 flattering	 their
fascinating	graces,	 and	viewing	 them	as	 if	 they	were	 in	a	 state	of	perpetual	 childhood,	unable	 to	 stand
alone.	Mary	Wollstonecraft,	A	Vindication	of	the	Rights	of	Woman

Weakness	 may	 excite	 tenderness,	 and	 gratify	 the	 arrogant	 pride	 of	 man;	 but	 the	 lordly	 caresses	 of	 a
protector	will	not	gratify	a	noble	mind	that	pants	 for,	and	deserves	 to	be	respected.	Fondness	 is	a	poor
substitute	for	friendship.	Mary	Wollstonecraft,	A	Vindication	of	the	Rights	of	Woman

Reader's	Opinions
The	eloquence	of	early	feminists	like	Wollstonecraft	simply	delights	me!	To	make	her	case	for	the	proper
education	of	women,	Wollstonecraft	asserts	that	the	present	state	of	women	derives	from	acquired	habit
and	 learned	 associations	 not	 from	 a	 fault	 of	 the	 innate	 nature	 of	 females	 and	 censures	 both	 Milton's
inconsistent	discussions...
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